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Vinos Libres Increases Sales Force to Meet Market Demand
NEW YORK, May 1, 2010 – Responding to the growing demand for its Spanish wine portfolio, Vinos Libres increased its sales force by adding seasoned professional Michael Whidden. Whidden will focus on Manhattan’s West Village neighborhood. 

Prior to joining Vinos Libres, Whidden was a corporate attorney in New York City at Dornbush Schaeffer Strongin & Venaglia, LLP, where he represented a variety of clients including the Patina Restaurant Group and Benihana Inc., and, prior thereto, Debevoise & Plimpton, where he provided advice on a variety of corporate transactions to some of the country’s largest financial institutions. Additionally, Whidden founded Y Products LLC which sought to patent, market and sell a dual-bowl wine glass concept. 

Whidden’s passion for wine stretches back almost 20 years to adventures on the North Fork of Long Island and has taken him through Mendoza, Argentina; Napa Valley; California’s Central Coast; and New York’s Hudson River Valley.  His love for the culinary world stretches from simple but succulent Chinatown pork buns to the hautest of Manhattan cuisine.  His travels have taken him through Spain, Argentina, Chile, France, Italy, Germany, Austria, parts of the Middle East and much of Eastern Asia including Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan, Vietnam and Thailand.
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Michael’s passion about wine and food, his extensive professional experience and entrepreneurial drive make him an excellent addition to the Vinos Libres team.
Vinos Libres is a New York-based wine importer that specializes in Spanish and South American wines. The company was founded in March of 2010 by Carlos Hubner-Arteta. Drawing upon a vast knowledge of and experience with selling wines for brands including Winebow and Veuve Clicquot, Hubner-Arteta has hand-picked his portfolio to include only small to medium-sized wineries that can provide the US wine consumer a fantastic wine experience. www.vinoslibres.com
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